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AJA Joins Justice at Stake Campaign, continued
grand jury would operate statewide and, in essence,
constitute a new, fourth branch of government in South
Dakota. Judges, lawyers, and law-enforcement personnel, active and retired, are not eligible to serve on this
grand jury.
This initiative seems to be a frightening overreaction to the generalized chorus of complaints about judicial rulings of the past 35 years, including decisions
about affirmative action, abortion, eminent domain, and
the Terry Schiavo case. Unfortunately, if this group is
successful in South Dakota (a state with a low-petitionsignature threshold for statewide referenda), “J.A.I.L. 4
Judges” may be coming to a state near you. Recently,
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the Las Vegas Sun reported that the organizers of
J.A.I.L. promise a campaign in Nevada will be next if
they are successful in South Dakota this November
(http://www.lasvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/lv-other/
2006/feb/24/566653297.html). Both houses of the
South Dakota legislature passed unanimous resolutions
opposing this amendment.
The Justice at Stake campaign takes this threat to a
fair and impartial judiciary very seriously and will be
working with groups and citizens in South Dakota this
year to defeat the proposal. AJA, by joining this campaign, continues its work to preserve an independent
and accountable judiciary. bm

