by José Dimas, Office of Government Relations, National Center for State Courts

T

he proposed budget the president delivered to
the Congress on February 7 can be looked at in
two ways: 1) the opening marker of a long,
drawn-out negotiating process that will result in a final
budget that most can agree on or 2) a vision of what
the federal government should support, especially in
programs from which the courts have long benefited.
The president’s budget calls for halving the deficit by
2009, mostly by taking a meat-ax to discretionary programs. It is important to note that this budget does
not take into account the costs of the Iraq war or the
revamping of Social Security.
First, this budget does inflict severe pain on programs that the courts have traditionally supported. For
example, Byrne formula and discretionary programs are
zero funded (no money asked for in the president’s
budget). The new Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) program, which was established at the end of 2004 and
was supposed to combine the Byrne formula and Local

Law Enforcement Block Grant programs, is similarly zero
funded. The Juvenile Accountability Block Grant program, another new program in which the courts were
ready to take a role, is not funded under the president’s
budget. Several programs that fall under the rubric of
law enforcement are zero funded: COPS hiring, law
enforcement information technology, interoperable communications technology, and the crime information
technology act (CITA). Finally, the State Justice
Institute is also zero funded; no surprise since this has
been the case for this program the past few years.
Some court-favorable programs do fare well under
this budget. The National Criminal History Program’s
(NCHIP) budget request is doubled from $25 to $58 million. The president’s budget supports the increase for
NCHIP because of its role in tracking down domestic terrorists. The Regional Information Sharing System budget gets a $5 million boost as compared to last year. A
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September 18-23, 2005
Hotel Captain Cook • Anchorage, Alaska

W

atch your mail for the registration brochure,
which will provide complete information on
the education sessions, the facilities, and
accommodations of the beautiful Hotel Captain Cook,
the planned optional tours to see and experience the
incredible “Great Land,” and the other activities that
await you in Anchorage. The brochure also will be
available in the “Members Only” section of the AJA
Web site. Check out http://aja.ncsc.dni.us and join
us for an outstanding conference this fall. Discount
registration fees are available until July 15.

Take a Cruise Before the Conference!
In addition to holding the 2005 annual conference in
the great state of Alaska, AJA also has planned an
exciting preconference cruise. The cruise on Holland
America’s MS Veendam will depart Vancouver, British
Columbia, on Sunday, September 11, and participants
will arrive at the Hotel Captain Cook on Sunday morn-

ing, September 18,
just in time for the
conference. On top
of the incredible
scenery and
wildlife, AJA is
planning special
educational meetings so you will be
able to receive
continuing education credits.
Contact the AJA
Association
Management office at
(800) 616-6165 for a cruise brochure; for more details
and information, contact Holland America directly at
(800) 355-3017, ext. 4247. Don’t miss this exciting
(and educational) once-in-a-lifetime opportunity! bm
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