Hines Receives NCSC Award

AJA is proud to announce that Elizabeth Pollard Hines of the 15th District Court in Ann Arbor, Michigan, is the recipient of the National Center for State Courts’ 2008 Distinguished Service Award for a current or former state trial judge. She was recognized as a wonderful resource to the National Center in the areas of problem-solving courts and domestic violence. She was an active member of the Center’s Problem-Solving Justice Toolkit Advisory Committee and videotaped an interview for the online product. Judge Hines is a great proponent of NCSC court performance standards, trying new approaches to improve the court experience for those who come before her. In addition to her dedication to her work, she champions the accomplishments of her colleagues and court staff and credits them with the positive outcomes the court achieves.


Judge Hines was recently re-elected to the Board of Directors of the American Judges Association, appointed to the AJA Executive Committee for 2007-08 and served as the Chair of the Domestic Violence Committee of the AJA. In October of 2006, she was appointed by the President of the American Judges Association to chair the Access to Justice Committee for the AJA.
Judge Hines served as Chief Judge of the 15th District Court from 1997-2001, and is the former Presiding Judge of the District Court Division of the Washtenaw County Trial Court.  Judge Hines was elected to the bench in 1992 after serving as an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney in Washtenaw County for 15 years.  As First Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, she handled cases including crimes against children and child protection.  Judge Hines was appointed as the first Chair of Ann Arbor’s Domestic Violence Coordinating Board in 1987.  In addition to handling a specialized docket dedicated to domestic violence cases, Judge Hines serves as a trainer for the Michigan Judicial Institute on issues related to domestic violence.  She represented her district court colleagues on the Executive Committee managing a Judicial Oversight Demonstration Initiative sponsored by the U.S. Department of Justice from 1999-2004 to see what works best in cases of domestic violence. She was a member of the Governor’s Task Force on Children’s Justice since its inception in 1991 through 2004, and served on the Governor’s Task Force on Batterer Intervention Standards. She was appointed by the Michigan Supreme Court to the Committee on the Rules of Criminal Procedure charged with revising the rules of criminal procedure applicable to Michigan courts. In 2005, she helped create and launch “Street Outreach Court,” a community project of the Washtenaw County criminal justice system and advocates for the homeless. She also is a member of the National Domestic Violence Court Technical Assistance Consulting Team for the Center for Court Innovation. Judge Hines received a B.A., with honors, from the University of Michigan in 1974, and a J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School in 1977.
# # #

The American Judges Association is the “Voice of the Judiciary” and works to improve the effective and impartial administration of justice, to enhance the independence and status of the judiciary, to provide for continuing education of its members, and to promote the interchange of ideas of a judicial nature among judges, court organizations and the public. 

