
CV101A General admonitions.

You have now been sworn as jurors in this case. I want to impress on you the seriousness of
being a juror. You must come to the case without bias and attempt to reach a fair verdict based
on the evidence and on the law. Before we begin, I need to explain how to conduct yourselves
during the trial.

From time to time I will call for a recess. It may be for a few minutes, a lunch break, overnight or
longer. You will not be required to remain together while we are in recess. You must obey the
following instructions during the recesses.

Do not allow anything that happens outside this courtroom to affect your decision. During the
trial do not talk about this case with anyone, including your family, friends, or even your fellow
jurors until after I tell you that it is time for you to decide the case. When it is time to decide the
case, you will meet in the jury room. You may discuss the case only in the jury room, at the end
of the trial, when all of the jurors are present. After the trial is over and I have released you from
the jury, you may discuss the case with anyone, but you are not required to do so.

During the trial you must not listen to anyone talk about the case outside this courtroom.
Although it is a normal human tendency to talk with other people, do not talk with any of the
parties or their lawyers or with any of the witnesses. By this, I mean do not talk with them at all,
even to pass the time of day. While you are in the courthouse, the clerk may ask you to wear a
badge identifying yourself as a juror so that people will not try to discuss the case with you.

If anyone tries to talk to you about the case, tell that person that you cannot discuss it because
you are a juror. If he or she keeps talking to you, simply walk away and tell the clerk or the bailiff
that you need to see me to report the incident. If you must talk to me, do not discuss it with your
fellow jurors.

During the trial do not read about the case in the newspapers or on the internet or listen to radio
or television broadcasts about the trial. If a headline or an announcement catches your attention,
do not read or listen further. Media accounts may be inaccurate or may contain matters that are
not evidence.

You must decide this case based only on the evidence presented in this trial and the instructions
that I provide. Do not investigate the case or conduct any experiments. Do not do any research on
your own or as a group. Do not use dictionaries, the internet, or other reference materials. Do not
contact anyone to assist you. Do not visit or view the scene of the events in this case. If you
happen to pass by the scene, do not stop or investigate.

Keep an open mind throughout the trial. Evidence can only be presented one piece at a time. Do
not form or express an opinion about this case while the trial is going on. You must not decide on
a verdict until after you have heard all of the evidence and have discussed it thoroughly with your
fellow jurors in your deliberations.



Do not let bias, sympathy, prejudice, or public opinion influence your verdict.

At the end of the trial, I will explain the law that you must follow to reach your verdict. You must
follow the law as I explain it to you, even if you do not agree with the law.
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CV101B Further admonition about electronic devices.

Serious problems have been caused around the country by jurors using computer and electronic
communication technology. It's natural that we want to investigate a case, or to share with others
our thoughts about the trial, and it’s easy to do so with the internet and instant communication
devices or services, such as Blackberries, iPhones, Facebook, Twitter, and so on.

However, please understand that the rules of evidence and procedure have developed over
hundreds of years in order to ensure the fair resolution of disputes. The fairness of the entire
system depends entirely on you, the jurors, reaching your decisions based on evidence presented
to you in court, and not on other sources of information. You violate your oath as jurors if you
conduct your own investigations or communicate about this trial with others.

Jurors have caused serious consequences for themselves and the courts by “Googling” the
parties, issues, or counsel; “Twittering” with friends about the trial; using Blackberries or
iPhones to gather or send information on cases; posting trial updates on Facebook pages; using
Wikipedia or other internet information sources, and so on. Even using something as seemingly
innocent as "Google Maps" can result in a mistrial.

Post-trial investigations are common and can disclose these improper activities. If they are
discovered, they will be brought to my attention and the entire case might have to be retried, at
substantial cost.

Violations may also result in substantial penalties for the juror.

So I must warn you again - do not use your cellphone or computer to investigate or discuss
anything connected with this trial until it is completely finished. Do no internet research of any
kind, and advise me if you learn of any juror who has done so.

Committee Notes

News articles have highlighted the problem of jurors conducting their own internet research or
engaging in outside communications regarding the trial while it is ongoing. See, e.g., Mistrial by
iPhone: Juries' Web Research Upends Trials, New York Times (3/18/2009). The court may
therefore wish to emphasize the importance of the traditional admonitions in the context of
electronic research or communications.
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